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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT BALAGUER GRANTS CHRISTMAS PARDONS TO 60 

1. PRESIDENT BALAGUER GRANTED PARDONS TO 60 PRISONERS IN 

A DECREE SIGNED DECEMBER 23 AND MADE PUBLIC THE FOLLOWING 
DAY. DECEMBER 23 IS ONE OF THE THREE DAYS EACH YEAR 
(THE OTHERS ARE FEBRUARY 27, INDEPENDENCE DAY, AND AUGUST 16, 
RESTORATION DAY) ON WHICH THE PRESIDENT IS SPECIFICALLY 
AUTHORIZED BY THE CONSTITUTION TO EXERCISE SPECIAL PARDON 
POWERS. THE PRISONERS BENEFITED HAD BEEN HELD AT THE 
LA VICTORIA NATIONAL PENITENTIARY IN SANTO DOMINGO AS 
WELL AS PRISONS AROUND THE COUNTRY. 

2. OF THOSE RELEASED, THREE HAVE KNOWN POLITICAL ANTECEDENTS, 
ALTHOUGH THEY WERE BEING HELD FOR PURELY CRIMINAL OFEENSES: 
RICARDO ENRIQUE ESPINAL MEDINA-UNDER DETENTION FOR THE 
ATTEMPTED KIDNAPPING, MAY 1973, OF THE THEN SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR EDUCATION-HE ADMITTED THE ATTEMPT WAS AIMED AT 
FREEING HAMLET HERMAN, HELD AT THE TIME FOR INVOLVEMENT 

IN THE ERANCISCO CAAMANO GUERILLA INCURSION; MIGUEL 
DANILO JIMENEZ JAQUEZ-MEMBER OF THE TRINITARIOS TERRORIST 
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GROUP, HELD FOR INVEVEMENT IN A BANK ROBBERY IN WHICH 
A GUARD WAS KILLED; NICOLAS PETRONIO CASTILLO-MEMBER OE 
COMMUNIST DOMINICAN POPULAR MOVEMENT (MPD), ACCUSED OF 
INVOLVEMENT IN A 1971 BANK ROBBERY. BOTH JIMENEZ 
JAQUEZ AND CASTILLO WERE MENTIONED TO CONGRESSIONAL AND 
WOLA (WASHINGTON OEFICE FOR LATIN AMERICA) STAFFERS WHO 
PARTICIPATED PRIVATELY IN A SEMINAR GIVEN BY PRD OPPOSTION 
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PARTY IN OCTOBER. 

3. ALSO INCLUDED IN THE PARDON WAS AMCIT THEODORE W. DENT, 
ARRESTED ON NARCOTICS CHARGE IN JULY. OTHERS ON THE 
PARDON LIST ARE COMMON CRIMINALS. 

4. THE PARDONS ARE A NORMAL ELEMENT OE THE DOMINICAN 
CHRISTMAS AMBIENCE OF PEACE, BROTHERHOOD, AND 
NATIONAL CONCORD. THE LIMITED NUMBER OF PARDONS THIS 
CHRISTMAS , HOWEVER, IS OMETHING OE A DISAPPOINTMENT 

IN LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS CIRCLES. NUMEROUS LEFT WING GROUPS 
AND SOME OF THE AFTERNOON DAILIES HAD COMPAIGNED FOR THE 
RELEASE OF LARGE NUMBERS OF PRISONERS, AND WIDELY CIRCULATED 
STORY SAID THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAD 
RECOMMENDED A LIST OF 430 INDIVIDUALS FOR PARDON TO THE 
NATIONAL PALACE. THERE IS NOW SPECULATION THAT THE 
PRESIDENT MAY HAVE WISHED TO WITHHOLD ANY LARGE SCALE 
AMNESTY UNTIL FEBRUARY 27, A DATE CLOSER TO THE MAY 
ELECTIONS. 

HURWITCH 
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